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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
STEFAN OLIVIER

The heart of the winter is upon us and suddenly the idea of
waking up every morning with a song in your heart, ready to
conquer the world, seems absolutely ludicrous and absurd.
If winter seems a little "dark, dreary and drabby", and might I
perhaps add "depressing" to you, you are in good company.
Most people count the days, hours, minutes...until the
temperatures start rising again and Spring announces its longawaited arrival.
On the other hand, there are people who simply love winter!!
They adore their winter wardrobes, indulge in "hot chocolate",
try out every flavour in the "Cup-a-Soup"-range and just enjoy
the cool, crisp air.
Unfortunately you cannot share both viewpoints - either you love winter or you dread it...
In life and in your business - you are often faced with similar scenarios...
You might be facing a season in your business, where everything seems "dead" and you might even
consider throwing in the towel. Remember that seasons do change, but even in the quiet seasons, there is
always potential to create new and undiscovered opportunities...
Don't ever be afraid to change old habits and replace outdated ways of thinking with fresh and creative
ideas...
"C'mon, boil the water, pour the hot chocolate, add loads of cream and don't be skimpy with
the marshmallows...".
Let's make this season our BEST season...it starts with a choice...choose wisely - you might just be on the
brink of something truly amazing!!
Chamber Greetings
Stefan Olivier
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NEWS FROM THE CEO
KLIPPIES KRITZINGER
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INVESTMENT NEWS
ERIK DU PREEZ
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BUSINESS WOMEN’S NEWS
OLIVIA VAUGHAN
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ADVERTISEMENTS

You can advertise your business in our monthly Newsletter,
Facebook and Website.
For more information, please
contact
Sandy du Toit on 071 623 9608 or
admin@gtcoc.co.za

SPONSORS
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EVENTS
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS MEETING
02 June 2018

OUTA MEETING
04 July 2018

7|Page

EVENTS
PRESENTATION ON FIXING OF POTHOLES
10 July 2018

AQUA LOUNGE LAUNCH
13 July 2018
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EVENTS
MEMBERS MEETING – FW DE KLERK
19 Julie 2018

EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT MEETING
20 July 2018
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EVENTS
JT FOXX WORKSHOP
27July 2018

STONEHAVEN MAMPOER AND POTJIE
FESITVAL
28 July 2018
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
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GENERAL
Interesting Fact about Nelson Mandela…
1. Mandela's birth name – Rolihlahla – is an isiXhosa name that means "pulling the branch of the tree".
Colloquially it also means "troublemaker". His English name, Nelson, was given to him by a missionary
schoolteacher.
2. He was expelled from the University of Fort Hare after joining a student protest. He later completed his degree
through Unisa, which he followed up with a law degree from Wits University.
3. He fled the Eastern Cape for Johannesburg after Jongintaba Dalindyebo, the leader of the Tembu people, tried
to set up an arranged marriage for him. After arriving in the city, he found work as a night watchman at a mine.
4. He lived in Alexandra township at first but later moved in with close friend Walter Sisulu and Sisulu's mother in
Orlando, Soweto.
5. Mandela's first wife, Evelyn Mase, was a nurse and Sisulu's cousin. She was the breadwinner in the family and
supported Mandela while he studied law at Wits University and became further involved in politics. They had four
children together and divorced in 1958.
6. He was not only the first commander in chief of the ANC's armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe, but was also,
together with Oliver Tambo, co-founder of the country's first black law firm, Mandela & Tambo, which defended
people affected by apartheid laws.
7. In 1962, he left the country to garner support for the armed struggle. During this time he received guerilla
training in Morocco and Ethiopia.
8. The circumstances surrounding his arrest at a police roadblock outside of Howick later that year remain unclear
but it is believed that an American CIA agent tipped off the police about his whereabouts. He was convicted of
sabotage and attempting to violently overthrow the government.
9. During his time in prison, Mandela was restricted to a 2m x 2.5m cell, with nothing but a bedroll on the floor
and a bucket for sanitation in it. He was consigned to hard labour in a lime quarry for much of that time and was,
at first, only allowed one visitor and one letter every six months.
10. The apartheid government offered to release Mandela on no less than six occasions but he rejected them
each time. On one such occasion Mandela released a statement saying: "I cherish my own freedom dearly, but I
care even more for your freedom ... What freedom am I being offered while the organisation of the people [the
ANC] remains banned?"
11. Mandela wrote a memoir during the 70s, copies of which were wrapped in plastic containers and buried in a
vegetable garden which he kept at prison. It was hoped that fellow prisoner Mac Maharaj, who was due for
release, would be able to smuggle it out. But the containers were discovered when prison authorities began
building a wall through the garden. As punishment, Mandela's study privileges were revoked.
12. After he was separated from his second wife, Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, he asked struggle stalwart Amina
Cachalia, with whom he had a long relationship, to marry him but she turned him down. On his 80th birthday,
Mandela married Graça Machel, the widow of Mozambique's former president Samora Machel.
13. The ANC was labelled a terrorist organisation by the apartheid government and was recognised as such by
countries including the US and Britain. It was only in 2008 that the United States finally removed Mandela and
other ANC members from its terror list.
14. The United Nations declared his birthday, July 18, Nelson Mandela International Day. This was the first time
the UN dedicated a particular day to a person.
15. Hundreds of awards and honours have been bestowed on Mandela. Among others, he is an honorary citizen
of Canada, an honorary member of the British Labour Party, and an honorary member of Manchester United. He
also had a nuclear particle (the 'Mandela particle'), a prehistoric woodpecker (Australopicus nelsonmandelai) and
an orchid (Paravanda Nelson Mandela) named after him. – Mail & Guardian
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